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Forthcoming meetings and events
Tuesday 19 February: Members’ night – A love of ceramics
Australian ceramics – for many years a ‘Cinderella’ in the art world, but no longer so!
“As my potter’s wheel whirrs away, my hands mould the lump of wet clay and desperately try
to fashion it into the shape of a bowl. My foot is trying its best,
though not entirely successfully, it has to be said, to keep the speed of the wheel steady,
as occasional clumps of clay hit my upper arms, my cheeks and my hair.
What a messy business this pottery lark is!”
Anna Van Praagh of the British newspaper The Telegraph
in the lead-up to a television program yet to hit our sets - The Great British Pottery Throw Down.
Members’ night is always a great start to the year’s program and thinking back I realized that we have
never explored the theme of ceramics. I tried my hand at it for a while and there’s a piece or two of SB
originals in the recess of some very dark cupboard! This prompted me to look around and discover quite a
collection of ceramics in our home – inherited and purchased incidentally, without any intention of
amassing a collection, and now having realized the extent of these acquisitions, I feel I need to document
them! As I will not be able to be present at this meeting, I have included at the end of the newsletter the
story of the piece I would have brought along. It’s one that was purchased by my grandmother and it often
sat in the middle of her dining room table with auxiliary whimsical arrangements on it, balancing rather
precariously as the centre section is not completely flat. I always loved the subtle colouring of the glazes.
Sue Barnett – 1 February 2019
In recent years pieces of Australian ceramics have
fetched some stunning prices at auction. Perhaps
there is a treasure in your cupboard! If not, there
are some public galleries apart from the NGV with
good collections. Shepparton Art Gallery specialises
in collecting Australian ceramics and ‘Beleura’ in
Mornington is the custodian of the Klytie Pate
collection. Then if you happen to travel up the
Hume towards Sydney, it’s worth stopping at the
National Museum of Australian Pottery. Reflecting
the passion of Geoff Ford, it opened in Wodonga in
1995 but moved to Holbrook in 2006. It holds over
1700 pieces of domestic Australian pottery made in
the 19th and early 20th centuries, the work of more
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than 120 Australian potters or potteries including that of the convict potter, Jonathon Leak (1777-1838).
Leak was a Staffordshire potter convicted of burglary. He arrived in Sydney in 1819 and after getting a
ticket-of-leave he started a business which by 1828 was employing over 20 free men. Many of the Leak
pieces on display at National Museum of Australian Pottery were recovered from a clay pit in Sydney
during an archaeological dig in 2007.
When asked to think about Australian pottery, many Victorians
would automatically think of Bendigo Pottery and Potters
Cottage at Warrandyte. Bendigo Pottery was established in
1858 and is still operating, albeit in a much-reduced form.
Sadly, Potters’ Cottage closed in 2003. It was founded in 1958
as a cooperative with Reg Preston, Phyl Dunn, Artur (Artek)
Halpern, Gus McLaren and Charles Wilton as founding
members, joined by Sylvia Halpern, Elsa Arden, Kate Janeba
and Peter Laycock. Some of the more whimsical items made by
the McLarens were satirical jugs. These were designed by Gus,
who was originally a cartoonist on The Argus, assisted by friend
Les Tanner, and made by Betty. Henry Bolte and Robert
Menzies made great subjects!
Manningham Council have undertaken a project to record
memories of Potters’ Cottage – see
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/potters-cottage-history-project.
The photo on page 1 of Phyl Dunn, Sylvia Halpern, Gus
McLaren, Charles Wilton and Reg Preston in the studio at
Potters’ Cottage and the one at left of Charles Wilton throwing
a pot come from this site.
This members’ evening is also a fitting opportunity to remember and pay tribute to foundation member
and our secretary for many years, Jocelyn Hall, nee Cerini (1922-2016). Jocelyn was a keen potter for many
years.
Tuesday 20 March: Pauline Turville - ‘A virtual walk through history – tradition, change and
highlights of Boroondara Cemetery’
Kew Cemetery was designed in the tradition of the
Victorian garden cemetery. It is one of the oldest
cemeteries in Victoria, with more than 80,000 burials to
date. It is listed on the Victorian Heritage Register and is
set in 31-acres (13 hectares). The site was reserved in
1855 and the cemetery plan was drawn up by Frederick
Acheson, a civil engineer in the Public Lands Department.
The first burial took place in 1859.
The cemetery is well-known for graves of many famous
people including David Syme, publisher of The Age; Louis
Buvelot, landscape artist; Georgiana MacRae, miniaturist;
Constance Stone, the first female doctor in Victoria and local identity John Butler Maling – but some of the
lesser known have interesting stories as well.
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One of these is that of Madge Irene Connor, the first female police
agent appointed in July 1917. Female police agents did not wear
uniform, had no powers of arrest, received half the pay of male
officers and had no rights to a pension. [Photo courtesy of FOBKC
newsletter.]
The cemetery is also known for some stunning memorials. The photo
below is of the grave of and monument to John Dickson Wyselaskie
(1818-1883), a pastoralist and philanthropist who came from
Dumfriesshire, Scotland, initially to Van Diemen’s Land.
As an ardent Presbyterian and childless, Wyselaskie gave most of his
wealth to the Church. This included to P.L.C. where the main school hall is
named in his honour. [Photo courtesy of State Library of Victoria]
Pauline Turville is the President of the Friends of Boroondara (Kew)
Cemetery, a group which was formed in 2006 to raise awareness of the
cemetery’s rich heritage. Members have not only researched and regularly
conduct tours of the cemetery, but have also published 2 books and have
campaigned for and assisted in restoration of the heritage rotunda in the
cemetery. They also conduct working bees on the first Saturday and third
Wednesday of the month, 10am-3pm.
Pauline’s presentation will take us on a virtual tour of the cemetery.

Tuesday 16 April: Sharron Gawler – ‘The Road To Portora’
Some members will remember meeting Sharron in April last year when she attended Sandra Dexter’s
presentation ‘Finding their own words - the men and women of Surrey Gardens Shrine’. One of the WW1
soldiers featured in Sandra’s research was Adrian Ernest Athol
Camp. Athol as he was known was the son of Albert Ernest Camp
and Elizabeth Johnstone MacKenzie. Sharron’s presentation will
focus on Elizabeth, seen at right in c1886, as a young girl and left
as Elizabeth Coleman (formerly
Camp) in 1917 as a member of
the 15th infantry brigade comforts
fund committee.
Beginning in the year 1865, ‘The
Road To Portora’ traces the life of
former Surrey Hills resident
Elizabeth Johnstone MacKenzie
(1865-1920), born in Freshwater
Creek, who eventually chose to
make her home at ‘Portora’ in
Boundary Road (now Warrigal
Road). The story, which reveals
one women’s journey in the face of many challenges, has been
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rediscovered by Elizabeth’s great granddaughter, Sharron Gawler thanks to a very old and extensive
collection of letters, documents and photos that have survived for more than 100 years. It opens windows
to aspects of Victorian colonial history through to the years immediately following the end of WW1 and
Elizabeth’s connections even transport us briefly to the realms of the exotic and beyond.

“I said that whilst in France I would visit Fred Mawson’s grave.

Visiting Frederick Mawson’s grave at Ypres … A letter from Stephen Wyatt

Members will probably remember
Stephen Wyatt who spoke to us back in
March 2017 about his great-uncle
William Victor Baily (Willie) Wyatt, from
Essex Road Surrey Hills. It was shortly
before he and his brother left to visit
Bullecourt, France for the 100th
anniversary of their relative’s death.
Willie was killed in action on 3 May 1917.
He has no known grave, but is
commemorated at the Australian
National Memorial at Villers-Bretonneux
in France.
As well as making this important
personal journey, Stephen undertook to
visit the grave of Fred Mawson. The two
young men had known each other
growing up in Surrey Hills and
maintained contact while in France.
Stephen wrote to us on his return from
France, enclosing photos, some of which
are reproduced here.
“It really is in the prettiest of locations nestling beside the
water (Majoorgracht – Main Moat). So peaceful and such a
contrast to the death and destruction of the war.
Two poppies on ply backgrounds have been placed on Fred’s
grave. One I estimate is about 3 to 5 years based on its
discolouration; the other is much more recent. This may
indicate that other family members have visited the grave. …
The visitors’ book with the cemetery register only contains
names for April 2017 and the number of visitors was
significant for such a small cemetery.
There are only 10 other Australian graves in this cemetery –
six altogether in the back row and four in the second back
row. Fred’s is the only Australian grave which is in the front
row.”
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Fred Mawson’s grave with a copy of his diary, transcribed and annotated by Sandra Dexter.

Una Clare Eden Deane – Una Deerbon (1882-1972) – An early twentieth
century Australian studio potter and quite a remarkable women
My piece of ceramic was inherited from my paternal grandmother, ‘Marty’. Although English-born, I have
come to realise that she had an interest in early Australian women potters. I spent many school holidays
with her and this piece, always loved by me, sat in the centre of her dining room table. Unfortunately,
somewhere along the way there was an accident and it has a sturdy but rather visible repair. Although the
signature on the bottom is very clear, I didn’t think to find out about its creator until recently. My research
eventually led me to contact Una’s grandson Peter Leaver, who with his brother will shortly publish a book
about Una’s life and work. According to Peter, the signature on the bottom of my plate narrows its
creation to c1934. For a brief time after arriving in Melbourne Una signed her pots ‘UNA DEERBON’,
thereafter omitting the UNA until towards the end of the 1940s when it reappeared.
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Una Clare Eden Deane was born in Woollahra, New
South Wales on 16 February 1882. Her father Alfred,
described as a squatter on her marriage certificate,
died when she was just three. Her mother Clara
Burston, nee Smith, was a widow when she married
Alfred and after his death she married Diedrich Heinich
Eeg (also known as Dietrich Ash – In Norwegian Eeg
means a fabled tree, either an ash or an oak, in the
forest). Una’s half-brother Henry was born in 1886.
Although her family was staunchly Church of England,
Una was educated at a convent boarding school in
Sydney. She later acknowledged the role of the nuns in
exposing her to many aspects of the arts and crafts and
particularly credited her later talent for fashion design
back to the convent emphasis on needlework.
In 1904 at the age of 22, Una married
Northumberland-born businessman George Relton
Percival Darlow at St Stephen’s in Penrith. Una’s
husband was also known as Richard Relton Wise
(1877–1955), the later being his birth name. In a rather
bizarre occurrence Una and Relton, as he was always
known, married twice, three weeks apart. On the first
occasion he gave his name as George Relton Wise and on the second as George Relton Darlow. His
occupation is variously given – as accountant on his marriage certificate; as indent agent on his service
records and at some time as a theatrical entrepreneur in Sydney. He enlisted in 1916 as a Lieutenant in 56th
battalion, 10th reinforcement, but had previously fought in the Boer Wars. In WW1 he was wounded in
France, convalesced in England and returned to Australia in 1918. There is a complicated story attached to
why he had a number of different names and no doubt this will be fully explained when a book about Una
and her work is published by her grandsons.
It was not until after she had married that Una studied at the Sydney Art School under Julian Ashton
(before 1913 and after 1915) and also at the Sydney Technical College under sculptor George Rayner Hoff
in c1928. It was at the Sydney Technical School that she first studied pottery.
Una and her mother were very briefly in Melbourne from late 1912-early 1913 when they attended the
opening of Luna Park and from 1913 to 1915 Una and Relton travelled. She reportedly studied in New York,
Chicago, Paris and in London at the Slade School. In England they had a
daughter, Joan Diana Cynthia Wise-Darlow (1915–2001).
On her return to Sydney Una began work as an artist and fashion designer
for David Jones. She subsequently started her own fashion studio, under
the label Una Darlow or Madame Darlôt. None of her designs have
survived but a collection of her clothes has. Throughout her life Una made
most of her clothes, including the buttons! Una also published a series of
humorous postcards, one of which, at left, is in the State Library of Victoria
collection.
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Perhaps her decision to become more than a student of the arts was a
result of a deterioration in her marriage. Her grandson Peter says that the
Darlows’ marriage really only survived one year after Relton returned from
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divorce proceedings in 1920 and they were finalised in late 1923, after
which Una moved to Brisbane. It was in Brisbane that Una met Czech
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economist Karel Francis Jelinek. They married in 1924 and moved back to Sydney. About this time, he
changed his name to Charles Francis Deerbon. Their son Murray Karel Francis Deerbon (1925–2005) was
born in Sydney.
There were plans for the Deerbon family to move to the United States, but Charles alone made the move,
ultimately leaving Una a single mother of two children. Una turned to making and teaching pottery to
support the family. Her studio was at her home in Randwick. In an article in The Age of 25 September 1937,
Una was quoted as saying that in pre-depression days “I did not think to turn my knowledge into a
commercial proposition.” Be this as it may, necessity was a significant factor.
In June 1933 Una had her first big exhibition at David
Jones, Sydney. This was followed later the same year
with an exhibition of over 200 pieces of pottery at the
Anthony Hordern Art Gallery in Sydney. The Sydney
Morning Herald review her work as follows: “The
variety both of the forms and of the surface
decorations is remarkable. It is only to be expected
that the quality of the work done by so adventurous a
craftswoman should be uneven. Some of the pieces
display admirable delicacy of form, and are decorated
in an amusing style. In some pieces there has been less
success, particularly in the colour schemes, but all of
them are patently the work of an exceedingly
enterprising and vigorous potter.” (REF - Trove: The
Sydney Morning Herald, 13 June 1933.)
By the end of 1933 Una had decided to move to
Melbourne. She exhibited a collection of 100 pieces at
the Webb Salon at the Myer Emporium. These
included bowls, vases and jugs many decorated with
flora or fauna motifs.

Above: Diana, Una and Murray at The Shrine of
Remembrance, 1934
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Una briefly resided at 9 Collins Street, (also the some time home of Ola Cohn and Mirka Mora) before
establishing the Melbourne School of Pottery / Una Deerbon School of Pottery at 296 and later 311 Collins
Street. The business grew and in 1937 she moved to a small factory in South Yarra, assisted by her
daughter Diana. She remained in Melbourne for the rest of her life, living at 490 Burke Road, Camberwell
in the early 1950s before moving to Boronia, where she died at ninety on 12 July 1972.
Una’s work is represented in a number of public collections
including the Australian National Gallery, the Powerhouse
Museum in Sydney, the National Gallery of Victoria, the
Shepparton Art Museum, the Ballarat Art Gallery and the
Melbourne College of the Arts. Her style as a potter was
often described as spontaneous and whimsical and can be
seen to have influenced the work of her famous cousin
John Castle Harris, who in 1935 was one of her first pupils.
The work of Australian potters of the 1930s -1950s was
overlooked for many years but was collected and exhibited
by Marvin Hurnall of Hurnall's Decorative Arts Gallery in
High Street, East Prahran. Hurnall was considered as
Australia's foremost collector of 20th-century pottery. His
collection included all the great names - works by Arthur,
Merrick and Marvin Boyd, Remued Potteries, Klytie Pate,
John Castle-Harris, Maud O'Reilly, Grace Seccombe,
William Ricketts, Neil Douglas, John Percival, Bosley Ware,
Carl Cooper, Marguerite Mahood, Philippa James, Frederick
Ernest Cox (Jolliff), Newtone Pottery, Wembley Ware,
Melrose Ware, Bendigo Potteries – and Una Deerbon.
Hurnall sold off part of his collection in 2007 but retained
his favourite pieces. These were auctioned by Mossgreen
after his death in 2014. The catalogue is still online. It
covers works other than ceramics, but in most pieces,
regardless of the medium, there is a clear focus on Australian motifs and amongst them is a screen carved
by Surrey Hills artist, John Kendrick Blogg! And as an aside, watercolourist and ceramicist Marguerite
Mahood (1901-1989) and her husband lived at 34 Wharton Street, Surrey Hills from the mid-1920s to the
early 1930s, after which they moved to Kew.
As I discovered there are quite a number of images of Una Deerbon pieces on the internet and a few
articles written about her life and work, but grandson Peter Leaver says most contain multiple
inaccuracies. The book written by her grandsons is due to be launched at Beleura in April. I look forward to
reading it.
Acknowledgement and references:
I am immensely grateful to Una Deeron’s grandson, Peter Leaver for
his generosity and time sorting out some of the details of Una
Deerbon’s life and for permission to use family photos.
Newspaper article: Hand-made potter, Mrs Una Deerbon’s exhibition,
Sydney Morning Herald, 13 June 1933
Newspaper article: Forgotten potters in vogue, Sydney Morning
Herald, James Cockington, 18 May 2011
Sue Barnett – 31/1/19.
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