
What next for Surrey Hills?
In the November State election, the two electorates 
covering the Neighbourhood News distribution area saw 
Labor’s Paul Hamer defeat sitting member, Liberal Robert 
Clark in Box Hill, and Labor’s Will Fowles defeated sitting 
member, Liberal Graham Watt in Burwood.  SHNN received 
positive feedback about the changes, but some readers 
wanted more information about the new members - and 
how they see the issues in Surrey Hills and Mont Albert.  
Following is a summary of some of the comments made by 
Paul and Will for SHNN readers.

Paul said he was looking forward to participating in Australia 
Day and Chinese New Year community celebrations as he 
reflected on the changing demographics of the area.  His 
family background embraces Poland, East Germany, USA, 
and the Jewish faith.  He also noted that communication 
between citizens and their elected representatives is much 
more intense.  Thirty years ago, it was all long-hand letter.  
Now it is mostly electronic, in various forms.

Although Will’s family background is more from the 
conservative side of politics, while doing commerce and 
law at Monash University, his interest in the values of a 
social democratic approach to politics saw him active in 
student politics, and he joined the ALP in 1999.  He strongly 
supports the $4M upgrade to Wattle Park, with a new tan 
and playground.  He also supports improvements to public 
transport, and is seeking out ideas from the community 
about safe design for trails for kids, walkers, and commuter 
cyclists.

Growing up in the eastern suburbs, Paul says his interest in 
politics arises from his appreciation of the opportunities he 
had, and now he and his family have.  By profession he is 
an engineer, he has been a member of the ALP for 12 years 
and sees his role as an MP in terms of service to the public 
and contributing to the community.

Both Will and Paul mentioned the importance of working 
positively with Whitehorse and Boroondara, our local 
Councils, identifying the strength of shared values and 
goodwill. As they made clear in their campaign, both Paul 
and Will strongly support the removal of the Union Road and 
Mont Albert railway crossings.  Signs of intent have already 
appeared, and the Level Crossing Removal Authority 
has indicated that rail under road is being favoured, but 
it will be some time before the work is actually done.  
They say the next step will be consultation with the local 
community to address details such as maintaining local 
north/south pedestrian and vehicle access via Robinson 
Road, and the development opportunities that will come 
with the replacement of the two railway stations.  Paul 
said his starting point is to ask the question: what do we 

want?  Then to work with government, councils, and the 
community to achieve an excellent outcome for the built 
form and the public realm. 

Paul sees the key issues for our local area as being planning 
and development, and transport.  He notes the differences 
across the electorate, valuing the treed nature of the area 
and heritage, and the importance of balance and scale 
in managing change.  Obviously, the centre of Box Hill is 
different from our immediate local area.  He sees the need 
for better planning for Box Hill, but also notes the smaller 
changes such as shop-top housing in Union Road.

The people of Surrey Hills and Mont Albert take a keen 
interest in their local area, protecting the character of 
the area, but also taking a positive approach to change, 
and we look forward to a new era of working with our 
government representatives. Paul Hamer can be contacted 
on 9898 6606 and paul.hamer@parliament.vic.gov.au.  
Will Fowles can be contacted on 9809 1857 and will.
fowles@parliament.vic.gov.au.
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Will Fowles

Paul Hamer
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Gilbert and Sullivan 
and Beyond Concert
Sunday, 24 February 2pm
Come and enjoy a varied program that features many of 
your favourites, with Barry Fry (baritone) as compere, Janice 
Kennedy (alto), and Christine Rainford (accompanist) at 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, corner of Union Road and 
Montrose Street, Surrey Hills on Something for everyone!  
Tickets at the door, $20 (adults) and $10 (children), 
includes light refreshments afterwards.  Net proceeds go 
to the Anglican Board of Mission.  Inquiries: 9890 1826 and 
9808 0390.

Festive window competition winners
Whitehorse Mayor, Cr Bill Bennett, said Whitehorse-based businesses were encouraged to get into the spirit of Christmas 
just past by dressing up their shopfront windows. The competition was run through Instagram, with shoppers encouraged 
to take photos of festive window displays and upload to their Instagram account for their chance to share in more than 
$2,000 of prizes, and our Hamilton Street Village Mont Albert traders were again winners.  

Bread Street Bakery won the People’s Choice Prize and, in the spirit of Christmas, Owner/Manager David Winter said they 
hand-made and packaged 15,000 Fruit Mince Pies.  5,500 were given to the Rotary Club of Mont Albert & Surrey Hills, and 
a further 500 were used in hampers for the needy.  

The judges awarded 2nd prize to Mont Albert Florist.  With a slogan of ‘Inspirational designs for all occasions’, they also 
were prize winners last year.  Congratulations local traders!

▲  Bread Street Bakery
Mont Albert Florist  ▼
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Term 1
29 January - 5 April
Surrey Hills Twilight Market
Friday 15 February
International Women’s Day
Friday 8 March
Harmony Day
Thursday 21 March
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PARENT LED PLAYGROUPS
Thursdays or Fridays, 9.30am-11.30am
Fun playgroup activities for children aged between 
0-5 years and their parents, grandparents or carers. 
Make new friendships in your neighbourhood.

SURREY HILLS COMMUNITY CHOIR
Sundays 7pm-8.30pm
Sing your heart out on a Sunday night! Join Emily, a 
trained and experienced performer and vocal coach 
in a friendly, fun and supportive environment. Suits all 
ages and abilities.

UKULELE
Beginners: Wednesdays 11.45am-12.45pm
Intermediate: Wednesdays 1.30pm-2.30pm
Advanced: Tuesdays 7pm-8pm
Advanced: Wednesdays 2.45pm-3.45pm
Learn to play the ukulele with Des. The most fun 
you can have with four strings! Contact us if you are 
unsure which level suits you.

BOOK GROUPS
4th Tuesday of the month, 7pm-8.30pm
Share your pleasure of reading with other like-
minded people.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3rd Tuesday of each month, 8pm-10pm
Fascinating talks about local history by guest 
presenters. Visitors welcome.

STITCH AND CHAT
2nd and 4th Mondays of each month, 
1.30pm-3.30pm
Bring your sewing and enjoy making new friends. 
Afternoon tea provided by participants on a rotating 
basis. 

MAH-JONG (WESTERN)
Fridays 1.30pm-4pm
Join our enthusiastic group and experience the 
challenges of this Chinese game.

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP
Fridays fortnightly, 9.30am-11.30am
In partnership with Surrey Hills OM:NI, this group 
covers a wide range of topics and always welcomes 
new participants. Morning tea included. 

SCRABBLE
1st, 3rd and 5th Tuesdays of each month,
1pm-4pm
Enjoy the challenge of words! This friendly group 
welcomes new players - experienced or beginners. 

CREATING CONNECTIONS
Fridays 2pm-4pm
Facilitated art group for people and their carers living 
with younger onset dementia. 

BUYING AND SELLING ON EBAY AND 
GUMTREE
Tuesday 12 and 19 February, 10am-12.30pm
Learn how to sell your unwanted goods. Pair this 
with our ‘Decluttering’ workshop!
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Diary dates

We have a great line up of 
courses for 2019. 

To see a complete list 
of our courses and 
workshops please go 

to surreyhillsnc.org.au, 
call 9890 2467 or pop in 

and see us. 

DECLUTTERING WORKSHOP
Saturday 16 February, 2pm-4pm
Are you drowning in clutter and stuff or need to get 
organised? This workshop will help give you some 
great tools to create a life that you love. Pair with our 
‘Buying and Selling on Ebay and Gumtree’ workshop 
to help get rid of what you don’t need.

FAMILY MEAL PLANNING WORKSHOP
Saturday 2 March, 2pm-4pm
Meal preparation can be a chore, but with a little 
forethought and planning the nightly grind can be 
much easier and more enjoyable.

STYLED BY DAD WORKSHOP
Saturday 10 February, 10am-11.30am 
Are school mornings a struggle? Don’t know a pony 
from a pigtail? This session will teach you the basics 
of brushing and detangling, how to create the 
perfect pony, pigtails and basic plaiting. Perfect for 
dads with daughters aged 4 to 8 years. BYO daughter 
and hairbrush!

TWINED BASKETRY
Sunday 17 March, 10am-4pm
Learn how to use natural materials to make a basket 
using this traditional basketry technique. You will 
create your own basket to take home at the end of 
the workshop. 

ACRYLIC PAINTING
Mondays 1pm-3pm
Each week you will be introduced to a new 
technique, subject or challenge to extend your 
painting. This class is suitable for beginner to 
advanced levels.

DRAWING
Tuesdays 2.30pm-4.30pm
This class is a great introduction before taking on 
other art mediums and is suitable for beginners and 
those wanting to expand their repertoire.

MIXED MEDIA FOR BEGINNERS
Fridays 2pm-4pm, 
Nurture your inner creativity and discover different 
mediums including watercolour, drawing, collage 
and abstract painting.

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING
Wednesdays 10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm
This class is taught by a local, experienced painter of 
different art media. Students are guided to explore a 
variety of techniques. 

TABLE TENNIS
Thursdays 1.30pm-3.30pm
Enjoy a friendly game of social table tennis with a 
really fun group of people! 

BIKE RIDING GROUPS
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursday mornings
Contact us to confirm availability and the levels of 
fitness required.  

CHARITY KNITTING GROUP
Mondays 7pm-9pm
Knit to help others in need! This group knits items 
for KOGO (Knit One, Give One) and are happy to help 
you learn. 

LAUGHTER CLUB
Wednesdays 8.30am
Laughter is a celebration of the human spirit! 
Improve your physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual wellbeing.

TAI CHI
Beginners: Fridays 11am-noon
Ongoing: Fridays 9.30am-10.30am
A gentle integrated mind and body exercise with a 
focus on control of movements and breathing for 
overall wellbeing. 

TAI CHI - SELF DIRECTED SESSIONS
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 
8.15am-9am
This self-group welcomes new participants who have 
some tai chi experience or are comfortable to learn 
from a video within a supportive group. 

PARENTS WITH PRAMS WALKING 
GROUP
Wednesdays 8.30am-10am
Explore the neighbourhood and meet other local 
parents. 
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25 years in Union Road, so now for the future

Box Hill’s solar powered street 
bins a Whitehorse first

Opera in the Park
Canterbury Gardens, Canterbury
Saturday 16 February 2019
6:00pm - 9:00pm

Food for asylum seekers

Debra Carr remembers a family holiday to New Zealand when she was about 17.  “It was 
a big deal,” she says.  It was before overseas travel was such a regular event.  She lived in 
Surrey Hills, so it was no surprise that she would think of setting up her own travel business 
in Union Road.  It began as Harvey World Travel, grew too big for the first location, moved 
to 156 Union Road, opposite the Neighbourhood Centre, and morphed into Hello World 
Travel.  She and her very experienced colleagues ‘do everything’, but have a special interest 
in Italy, Europe, Africa, and cruising.  Debra says that for a while people tended to do their 
own bookings on line, but that has changed:  they want personalised service where they 
can get a quick turn around on special fares and package arrangements - and can contact 
her 24/7 when rearrangements are needed while they are traveling.  

Debra was an early advertiser in Neighbourhood News.  But time moves on, she has two 
adult daughters, one travelling in London, and the other passionate about architecture and 
football.  Debra has recently developed a new concept upstairs at 156 Union Road.  She 
has completed renovated a series of rooms to provide space for information presentations, 
training, and a VIP lounge.  She is running an information session on all age adventure 
travel in Nepal on 25 February.  Everyone is welcome.  Being focused on the local area, 
she is also planning to make the upstairs space available for locals as a meeting space. For 
more information, you can call in at 156 Union Road, Surrey Hills, phone 9830 0055 or 0408 
579 386, or email at debra.surreyhills@helloworld.com.au 

In response to the continued growth of Central Box Hill, Council has installed new solar 
powered compactor street bins to improve the cleanliness of the area.  The introduction of 
the new solar powered compactor bins, used in cities across the world, will ensure Central 
Box Hill remains a great place in which to live, shop, work and visit.  Council has a dedicated 
team of cleansing staff working day and night to ensure the area is well presented.  There 
was previously 10 general waste bins and seven recycling bins in Box Hill Mall alone.  

The general waste bins were emptied every night and the recycling bins up to three 
times per week.  It was common for the bins to become full and overflowing before they 
were emptied.  The recommended option was to install energy-efficient solar powered 
compactor bins.  The new bins each hold up to eight times more waste than a standard 
bin, and their capacity can be tracked and alerts are sent when collection is required.  
Simply installing more standard bins was not an option as this would have detracted from 
the appearance of the area, and there would be significant cost and disruption to empty 
the bins more than once per day.

This concert is part of Boroondara Arts’ Summer in the Park series of free outdoor events 
across February and March.  Sausage sizzle, sweet treats and coffee will be available.  
Bring your own picnic blanket.  Although opera was initially written for the great concert 
halls of Europe, there’s something quite spectacular about hearing soaring operatic 
voices under a starlit sky.  Let much-loved opera group The Parlour lift you up from the 
stunning Canterbury Gardens and into the delightful and decadent world of classical 
opera favourites.  Supported by accomplished violinist and 3MBS The Talent winner, Rose 
Kavanagh, The Parlour will serenade you with a beautiful evening of classical music.  

For more information contact Boroondara Arts 9278 4770 or arts@boroondara.vic.
gov.au  or see www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/events/opera-park-canterbury-gardens

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre supports the Asylum Seekers Resource Centre 
Foodbank which operates as a free grocery store for asylum seekers who have nowhere 
else to turn for food and basic shopping items.  The Neighbourhood Centre accepts 
new and unopened non-perishable foods and toiletries during office hours.  A team of 
volunteers delivers these donations to the ASRC in Footscray.

To make things easier, Coles Local Surrey Hills is partnering with the Neighbourhood 
Centre in February and March in supporting the ASRC Foodbank.  You will be able to buy 
items in store and then drop them into the basket at the front of the store.  Welcome items 
include canned diced tomatoes, canned chickpeas, canned kidney beans, coconut cream, 
healthy breakfast cereals, green tea, honey (in small jars), healthy snacks - nuts, seeds, 
muesli bars, crackers - UHT milk (preferably full cream), pasta and pasta sauce, tinned 
fish in oil, dishwashing liquid, laundry powder, shaving items, shampoo, gift cards for 
department stores (eg Kmart, Big W, Target, etc), international calling cards (choose good 
rates for Middle East, Sri Lanka, Asia, Africa etc).  Please no tampons, canned soup, baked 
beans, or canned spaghetti.  You can also keep up to date with urgently needed items by 
checking the ASRC Foodbank facebook page

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News is published 
for information and interest by Surrey Hills 
Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated, 157 
Union Road, Surrey Hills, Phone 9890 2467.

Views expressed do not necessarily reflect 
the policy of the Neighbourhood Centre 
Committee of Management, Boroondara 
Council or Whitehorse Council.

Editor:  Bill Chandler  
Setup and Printing:  NEO Pty Ltd Mulgrave

NEXT DEADLINE:   
19 Mar 2019 at SHNC 157 Union Rd Surrey Hills 
or email wchandler@bigpond.com
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Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879.  
S48951-11 (231749_v2) (19/11/2014)

Surrey Hills Community Bank® Branch
107 Union Road, Surrey Hills

Phone 9890 7188 or visit 
bendigobank.com.au

Helping our 
community grow.

springosteo.com.au 
9830 7044 
2/486 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills 

Osteopathy 
Clinical pilates 
Massage therapy

Hung Le and Uyenvy Le
(formerly Mitton’s Pharmacy)

Experience what  
community pharmacy is all about 

Proudly supporting Surrey Hills

152 UNION ROAD, SURREY HILLS 
TEL 9888 5544

Surrey Hills

673 Canterbury Rd, Surrey Hills,Victoria 3127
PHONE (03) 9890 3162
www.acornnursery.com.au

Garden
Essentials.

Getting into your garden again will be one of 
life’s real joys.  And with it comes the need 
to have all the right tools and products to 
make the very best of your garden.  Of 
course at Acorn Nursery we only stock the 
best plants, products and implements to 
make gardening truly joyful.

fgi

ED: Surrey Hills Family Dental Clinic was a 
sponsor for the Surrey Hills Music festival, 
but omitted in the thank yous in the last 
edition of SHNN.  

So, belatedly, thank you!



Tried everything? 
Feeling stuck?
www.quantum-chiro.com.au

Phone 9830 2484
288a Mont Albert Rd Surrey Hills

Sports Mouthguards

Mike (Manfred) Klein (26/9/1921 – 23/9/2018)
Mike Klein was born in the beautiful village of Furstenberg on the Oder River.  His parents 
and uncles were all members of the German army in World War One and shared ownership 
of a retail clothing shop and leather business.  His early childhood was both happy and 
adventurous.  Secondary education was begun at the Frankfurt Gymnasium, but was 
abruptly halted in 1935 when Jewish students were unable to complete higher education 
because of the Nuremburg Laws.

His parents sent him to live in Berlin with his mother’s parents, thinking that hostilities to 
Jewish children there might be subdued.  Until 1939, he attended the Ort Technical School 
partly funded by a charity in England.  On Kristallnacht 1938, Mike and his grandfather, 
together with others from the Liberal Synagogue on Levetzostrasse were attacked; his 
grandfather being stuck on the head.  A metal door was pulled down behind them to 
protect them from murderous mobs.  At home, his parents were protected by a local friend 
from similar mobs, but most of his aunt’s possessions in a flat were smashed.  Days later, 
his father and uncles were taken to a concentration camp.

Under the direction of a Scottish Guard, Colonel Joseph Levey, 110 boys from the Ort 
school were evacuated by train, first to the Netherlands, after two emotional farewells from 
grandparents in Berlin.  Mike recalled the cheers coming from Dutch people when the train 
was finally allowed to cross the border. Once in Leeds, the boys began to socialise with 
young people from the area.  Margot, a local girl began to call Manfred Mike and that name 
remained.  Several weeks later, the boys were abruptly taken to Liverpool, and later to an 
old passenger boat, the ‘Dunera’, where about 2,000 aliens from Europe were herded into 
cramped, unhygienic conditions, never to be told their destination.

Churchill’s fears of enemy aliens proved entirely erroneous, and the Dunera voyage proved 
shameful to the British soldiers and sailors: three were court martialled for theft, throwing 
possessions overboard, for assault, and threatening the passengers.  Mike recalled one 
of the English soldiers breaking a bottle on the deck where the internees were exercising.

Some German and Italian prisoners of war were sent from Melbourne to a camp near 
Tatura: the internees arrived in Sydney to then travel to Hay in September 1940.  Mike was 
later sent to another camp in Orange, then to Tatura.  While in the Tatura camp, Mike heard 
of the fate of his parents and uncles: only his aunt Frieda and cousin Horst survived.  Once 
the English realised the folly of their treatment of victims of Nazi oppression many of the 
Dunera Boys left Tatura to join the 8th Employment Company, led by an outstanding Maori, 
Captain Broughton.  Mike was among them and worked as a fruit picker near Shepparton, 
and on the railway line. 

He remained an Australian soldier for four years.  After the war, Mike met and soon after 
married Monica Tuchman at Temple Beth Israel.  He found work in engineering firms while 
studying tool-making at RMIT.  They initially settled in Kew, buying a house there.  He 
gained an important job at General Motors where he ended up maintaining machinery and 

having responsibility for 
very large budgets.  Mike 
was a founding member 
of board the Leo Baeck 
Centre in Kew.  In 1968 
Monica and Mike moved 
to Surrey Hills, where 
they raised two boys: 
Don and Steve.

Having retired in his 
sixties Mike remained 
very active, playing 
tennis into his eighties 
at the Riversdale club, 
driving for ‘Meals on Wheels’ for many years, enjoying classical music in concert halls or 
through ABC radio, attending art galleries in Sydney and Melbourne, and enjoying work 
as a sculptor in a class in Burwood.  He always remained witty, generous, considerate of 
others.  When Monica passed away in 1995, Mike increased the variety of his cooking skills.  
He was good company in any coffee shop, gallery or music hall.  He remained a positive, 
enthusiastic, and jovial fellow.  Close to the time of his 95th birthday, Mike remarked to 
his great friend, Harry Unger who also attended the Ort Technical school in Berlin: “Now 
perhaps you can show me some respect for the next week”.  Their birthdays were a week 
apart!  Given the tragedy and suffering of his youth, Mike will be remembered as a warm-
hearted, kindly citizen, proud of his adopted country. 

Euan Walmsley, a neighbour and friend, whose uncle was, like Mike, a ‘Dunera boy’.  
Euan can be contacted at ewalmsle@bigpond.net.au

The remarkable life of a friend 
and neighbour
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• Professional Grooming 
of  all breeds  

• Large breeds welcome
• DIY Hydrobathing 

• Grooming products

• Trainee groomer wanted

 
• Bedding, Collars, Leads, 

Coats, Toys and more! 

PHONE: (03) 9888 6555
490 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills, VIC

Find us on Facebook
REC: 22846

Your local electrician,  
based in Surrey Hills

All Electrical Work 
Prompt & Reliable Service 
Quality Workmanship

Call Jon: 0437 771 918 
info@eagelectrical.com.au

Electrical
Services

GET IN NOW TO 
TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE 2019/20 

DEALS WORDWIDE!
Helloworld Travel Surrey Hills
156 Union Road, Surrey Hills VIC 3127

P: (03) 9830 0055   
E: surreyhills@helloworld.com.au

SURREY HILLS

0439 493 710
Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

.com.au Tony and Anthony Chiodo
Anne,  Aisha and Oliver.

150 Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127

Tel: 9836 7631   Fax: 9836 0077

Mon - Fri  7.00am - 6.00pm
Sat  7.30am - 12.30pm

Treasures &Tastes @ Trinity 
Market is back

Saturday 16 March 
After a summer break, Treasures & Tastes 
@ Trinity resumes on 16 March at 9.00am.  
The market is held on the third Saturday 
of the month (9.00am–1.00pm) at Holy 
Trinity’s complex, corner of Union Road and 
Montrose Street, Surrey Hills.  

Most months there are now over 45 
stalls featuring lovely handcrafted items, 
jewellery, children’s clothing and toys, 
scarves, bags, cards, health and beauty 
products, pottery and woodwork, as well 
as cakes, bread and pastries, chicken 
curries, chocolates, olives and relishes, 
honey, wine, fresh fruit and vegetables, 
and plants.  The Treasures Café, and a 

sausage sizzle in the courtyard operate 
on the day, so why not come and meet 
up with your family and friends.  Stall 
inquiries: 0400 443 643.  For market 
updates please check: www.facebook.
com/TreasuresAndTastesAtTrinity/


