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Scouts celebrating Gunyah and a centenary
Jane Ninnis
A Gunyah is defined as ‘an Aboriginal bush hut, typically
made of sheets of bark and branches’. But for many
decades, it has also been the name of the Scout’s building
in Shierlaw Avenue. The 1st Canterbury Scout Group is
over 100 years old, having celebrated its Centenary in 2015,
and many generations of local people have gathered there.
Over the years as other local Scout groups dwindled in
numbers they merged with 1st Canterbury, which has had
several names over its long history.
From the late 1930s until the 1960s the Group was known
as 6th Camberwell 1st/3rd Canterbury. Groups that
had formed and are no longer going concerns are 2nd
Canterbury, 3rd Canterbury and 8th Camberwell. From
1921 the Group was also known as Lady Best’s Own, after
its founding patron, although not to be outdone by 1st
Camberwell who were known as (Lady) Melba’s Own.
Today the Scout Hall, located in Shierlaw Avenue and
built in 1924, is approaching its own centenary, and it is
currently receiving some much needed structural repair
to take it well into the future for coming generations of
Cubs and Scouts. It is interesting to recognise that, with
48 million members internationally, Scouting continues its
popularity with both youth members and parents.

Have you any memorabilia?
As part of this renovation project, 1st Canterbury is
gathering a collection of memorabilia for display in the
foyer of the hall. This display will celebrate the history of

Easter in 3127: 2019
The Venerable Ian Morrison
Vicar, Holy Trinity Surrey Hills
Walk past any shop’s Easter display and you will see
bunnies, eggs, and hot cross buns. What you probably
won’t see is much evidence of the original Easter story
itself: that Jesus was arrested, beaten, crucified, and buried
- only to be resurrected on Easter Day. Death and the tomb
could not hold him. Easter hope. Easter is the single most
significant Christian holiday because without Jesus’s death
and resurrection, the entire Christian faith is in vain.
There was a time in the west when most people would
locate life’s joys and tragedies within the grand narrative of

1st Canterbury, acknowledging those who contributed
so much in the past, along with the current members
(numbering over a hundred) who continue the tradition of
this very successful group.
Aaron Danks JP was the driving force behind the formation
of 1st Canterbury and his sister Mrs Alex Brown donated
the two blocks of land where the ‘Gunyah’ now sits. Clarrie
‘Rainbow’ Simpson started 3rd Canterbury in the 1920s
and his name is still widely known in the Victorian Scouting
Movement. The Rainbow Simpson Award is presented
annually for the best Group Newsletter in the State, while
the award for the annual Boroondara cooking competition
is also named after Rainbow.
Locally Rainbow was renowned for his leadership, travels,
movie nights and camping expeditions. Jim Richards,
Kerrie Evans, and Bruce Manks are some former leaders
who left a legacy of enthusiasm for Scouting. With us still
are men of the calibre of John Wilson and Michael Burke,
now retired Life Members who devoted many years to
1st Canterbury. Reis Hamilton is a current leader who,
in addition to being a driving force behind the current
renovations, has contributed many years of service and
was recognised with a Life Membership last year.

Scouts learning construction skills at the Gunyah

If former members of any of these local Scout Groups
(1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th or 8th Canterbury/Camberwell) have
memorabilia they would like to add to the collection, the
group would like to hear from you. Please contact Simon
Rumbold, the current group leader, at gl.canterbury1st@
vicscouts.asn.au or Jane Ninnis on 0438 357 792.
The Gunyah in Shierlaw Avenue

an infinite God. But in the last two hundred years, western
society has moved away from a sense of the transcendent
God as the foundation of all things to a world view that
has seen ‘a good life’ come to be defined as merely the
experiences of the individual. There was no hope beyond
this. Every new form of technology is touted as being
the new saviour, but most become a tool for our worst
impulses.
Contemporary responses to this lack of hope are many and
varied - but they all represent a way to try to deal with the
reality of the human problem: the need for meaning and
purpose, for our lives to matter and to be able to hang on
to hope.
Having lost “eternity”, some will search for hope in
consumerism or positive thinking, or by adopting a “you
only live once” approach to life.

ANZAC Day Dawn Service
5.45am 25 April, Surrey Gardens
Surrey Hills Progress Association ran the first of four annual ANZAC Day Dawn Services in
Surrey Gardens in 2015 to mark the 100th anniversary of the ANZACs at Gallipoli. When
Shima Ibuki from Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre heard the Progress Association had
completed its four-year commitment to run the Dawn Service, she felt it was important
that an event that held so much meaning to the local community should continue. Last
year there were around 2,000 people in attendance.
A partnership was established between Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre, the Rotary
Club of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills, and Surrey Hills Progress Association. The Rotary
Club is the main funder, with additional sponsorship from Coles Local, Anne’s Pantry,
Pure Bread Bakery, Ross Hunt Real Estate, Bendigo Bank and Red Rooster.
“The emphasis is on an apolitical, inclusive, community service,” Shima says. “The
service provides an opportunity for people to reflect meaningfully as a community and
personally on past and ongoing war and peacekeeping efforts.”
The service will be officially hosted by Peter Hall and the guest speaker will be Rohan
Hodges, Boroondara Young Citizen of the Year. Readings will be provided by students
from Surrey Hills Primary School, Chatham Primary School, Our Holy Redeemer School,
and Ashwood School. Performers include the soprano Hannah Dahlenberg, and trumpet
player Benjamin Sametz.
Arrival is at 5.45am for 6.00am start.
To book priority seating, or for more information, visit www.surreyhillsnc.org.au, call the
Centre on 9890 2467, or email enquiries@surreyhillsnc.org.au

In a godless universe, everything ends in destruction, there
is nothing that has any real significance at all - no hope for
a future beyond death.
At Easter, Christian churches make the connection
between Christ’s death and resurrection, and the victory
over death that this provides for all humanity - opening for
us all the certainty of eternal life through faith. This is what
underpins the hope Christians have for the future.
So, what about the ubiquitous Easter egg? An egg is the
universal symbol of new life. For Christians, new life is
found in the form of the resurrected Jesus Christ. Easter
eggs, when broken, are found to be empty, just as Jesus’
tomb was empty on that first Easter Day. Easter shows that
Jesus continues to be a figure of the present, who can be
known in our own lives through faith. For Easter church
service times see page 4.
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Our Centre may be one of the
smallest Neighbourhood
Houses in Boroondara in
terms of space but we
continue to work around
our land limitations to
create a very vibrant and
active community space.
One of the significant reasons why we
are so successful is our strong relationship with our
community and our willingness to support initiatives
and work in partnership when we are approached by
people with great ideas.
A recent example is our community food
program, now known as ‘Viv’s Kitchen’.
Viv Bortot approached me last year with an
idea to run weekly community meals because she felt
moved to do something to help people she saw in our
neighbourhood who were clearly struggling, either
with social isolation, homelessness or the ability to
feed themselves well.
Unfortunately we didn’t have any space to
accommodate lunches so we managed to move
around some activities and Viv’s Kitchen now runs
on Thursdays from 5-7pm in the Cottage providing
nutritious dinners with welcoming companionship.
The community responded to our call out for help with
over ninety people registering as volunteers.
It goes to show that small places can achieve
big things. I am also proud of our work in producing
this community newspaper, partnering with the
Asylum Seekers Resource Centre Foodbank, running
an annual Twilight Market, delivering the Surrey Hills
Music Festival and supporting the Surrey Hills Heritage
Collection.
Thank you to everyone for helping this little
Centre deliver big things to our community!

Shima Ibuki, Centre Manager

Diary dates
Term 1
29 January - 5 April

PARENT LED PLAYGROUPS

Thursdays or Fridays, 9.30am-11.30am

Fun playgroup activities for children aged between
0-5 years and their parents, grandparents or carers. Friday 17 May 7pm to 9pm
Be part of the solution with this practical
Make new friendships in your neighbourhood.
Cost: Thursday $45 (9 weeks) / Friday $50 (10 weeks) sustainability workshop. Participants will learn how
to make and maintain their own beeswax wraps
EMBRACING YOUR PERSONAL STYLE for keeping food fresh and hygienic without singleuse plastics. This is a hands-on workshop. Each
NEW
participant will make two wraps to take home and
Sunday 19 May 2pm to 4pm
learn skills transferable to the home environment.
Feel confident with your style. Learn tips and tricks
to elevate your everyday outfits. Discover key trends Includes all materials and a glass of bubbles!
for the next season and how to inject them into your
wardrobe in an affordable and sustainable way.
Cost: $50 / $40 (SHNC member)

THE ART OF ACRYLIC: JEWELLERY
WORKSHOP NEW

Cost: $75 / $65 (SHNC members)

CREATING CONNECTIONS
Fridays 2pm-4pm

Facilitated art group for people and their carers
living with younger onset dementia. This program
creates opportunities for participants and carers to
Friday 24 May 7pm to 9pm
Create unique earrings and necklaces using acrylic connect with each other in a creative and supportive
environment.
in this fun workshop, using colourful forms and
patterns. All participants will create at least two pairs FREE. Funding provided by City of Boroondara
of earrings and a necklace. Includes all materials and
CONTEMPORARY STILL LIFE PAINTING
a glass of bubbles!
NEW
Cost: $75 / $65 (SHNC members)

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FASHION
DESIGN NEW

Saturday, 1.30pm to 4pm.
Starts 8 June (4 weeks)

Learn to paint still life in a bold, colourful
and contemporary style inspired by Margaret
Saturday 2pm to 4pm.
Preston, Morandi, Cezanne and more. Observe
Starts 27 April (3 weeks)
form, colour and tone. Experiment with
Develop your understanding of illustration
different techniques, styles and composition
for fashion design and construction. Includes
using acrylic paints. Suitable for beginners or
proportion, figure development and composition,
those who would like to expand their skills.
experimenting with materials and translating the
illustration into a technical sketch for production. All Starter kit available to purchase for beginners.
materials provided including a sketchbook, grey lead Cost: $160
pencils and fine liners to keep. Suitable for young
MIXED MEDIA FOR BEGINNERS
people aged 12 to 18 years.
Fridays 2pm-4pm,
Cost: $150 (includes all materials and equipment)
Nurture your inner creativity and discover different
mediums including watercolour, drawing, collage
FLORAL INK PAINTING NEW
and abstract painting.
Friday 3 May 7pm to 9pm
Suitable for all levels with a strong emphasis on
Australian native plants. Learn how to experiment
with texture in black and white. You will select your
favourite technique for the creation of a stunning
background on which you will paint flowers. Includes
all materials and a glass of bubbles!
Cost: $75 / $65 (SHNC members)

WATERCOLOUR PAINTING

ANZAC Dawn Service
Thursday 25 April

Wednesdays 10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm

SHNC Pop-up at Treasures &
Tastes @ Trinity
Saturday 18 May

IPAD AND IPHONE FOR BEGINNERS

Term 2
23 April - 28 June

BEESWAX WRAPS
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!

This class is taught by a local, experienced painter of
different art media. Students are guided to explore a
variety of techniques.

Tuesday 10am to 12.30pm.
Starts 7 May (3weeks)

Learn more about your device in a relaxed and
friendly environment with an experienced tutor.
Comprehensive notes provided so you can continue
learning at home.

Cost: $100 / $90 (SHNC member)

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre 157 Union Road Surrey Hills, 3127
Phone: 9890 2467 enquiries@surreyhillsnc.org.auwww.surreyhillsnc.org.au Find us on Facebook

RANDOM WEAVING NEW
Sunday 16 June 10am-4pm

Learn how to create a contemporary basket using a
modern basketry technique. In this workshop you
can create a basket or let your imagination go wild to
create a garden sculpture. Includes all materials.
Cost: $110 / $100 (SHNC members)

Florence Road Preschool Open Day
Saturday 25 May 2019, 10.00am-12.00noon
Anne Murrell
Florence Road Pre School, at 2 Florence Road, Surrey Hills, is a dynamic and welcoming
community kindergarten for 3 year olds and 4 year olds. We are excited to showcase
our Kinder to you during an Open Day on Saturday 25 May. At Florence Road Preschool,
we provide a wonderful way to ease your child into the big world of learning. We offer a
complete pre-school program for your growing child with dedicated 3 year old and 4 year
old groups, a specialised music program, and our innovative Bush Kinder program.
All programs encourage learning through activity, incursions, excursions and a range of
creative learning experiences to practice their social and physical skills. Independence
and confidence are developed through activities such as cooking, gardening, dancing,
singing, drama, role play and creative art.
Outdoor play is an important part of our program with children guided through discovery
and imagination. We believe that spontaneous and undirected playtime in a natural
environment is one of the most valuable educational opportunities we can give our
children.

Retro, Antiques and Collectables
Saturday 25 May, Sunday 26 May
The popular Rotary Club of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills’ (MASH) annual Retro, Antiques
and Collectables Fair has a wonderful new venue for its 11th year. It will be held at the
Swinburne ATC Building at 427- 451 Burwood Road, Hawthorn, on Saturday, 25 May and
Sunday, 26 May, from 10.00am-4.00pm daily. This year, the Fair features two large rooms
full of vintage fashion, jewellery, silver, china, glass, books, all sorts of collectables; plus
vintage and retro wares. The stallholders come from both Victoria and interstate.
A highlight for lovers of vintage clothing will be a vintage fashion parade! Delicious homemade refreshments will be available, and professional appraisals of personal treasures will
be provided at $5 per item
As one of the Club’s major fundraisers, the Fair involves all MASH Rotarians and Friends of
the Club, along with the Whitehorse Rotaractors, Koonung Interactors and Rotarians from
our sister Club in Beaufort, Victoria. Proceeds will support the Summer Foundation and
Violence Against Women programs.
Off-street parking will be available, but public transport is good: Belgrave or Lilydale line
train to Glenferrie Station. Tram 74 to the corner of Glenferrie Road and Burwood Road,
Hawthorn. Wheelchair accessible venue.
For more information: info@rotarymash.org.au or mobile 0423 099 306.

Disclosure
Bill Chandler OAM
I will be standing as an Independent
Candidate in Kooyong for the Federal
election. I confirm that I do not expect
or request endorsement by the Surrey
Hills Neighbourhood Centre, or other
organisations I am involved with and,
other than this notice of disclosure, I will
not use Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News,
which I edit, for publicizing my campaign.

Thinking
Real Estate?
Call Jeff Anderson
Sales Director
0411 222 744
99-105 Union Road, Surrey Hills

www.rosshunt.com.au

However, I would
be pleased to
receive support
from individuals,
particularly
those who are
registered to vote
in Kooyong, and
if you would like further information, email
me privately at wchandler@bigpond.com
or phone 0419 762 760. A full list of the
Candidates will be publicly available after
the election is called.

Other benefits of joining the Florence Road
Preschool community include:
• An extended hours 3 year old program
offers choice and flexibility for parents
• A ‘Just Turned 3’ program during Term 4
to provide a gentle introduction to kinder
• Before and after care program available
from 2020
• Introductory Mandarin language skills
• Opportunity for your child to build friendships with children going to the same primary
school
• Specialised music and yoga program
• Bush Kinder program using what nature has provided as learning materials.
At Florence Road Pre School children learn through play and are developing skills to
be lifelong learners. We look forward to welcoming you to the Open Day to meet our
friendly teachers and families. Otherwise, visit www.florencerdpreschool.org for further
information or call 9898 3471 to arrange a tour.

Palm Sunday Concert
The choir of Holy Trinity, Surrey Hills will present The Easter Story from Handel’s Messiah on
Sunday, April 14 at 7pm with Sue Politz as the soprano. The music includes: And the Glory
of the Lord, I know that my redeemer liveth, and the Hallelujah Chorus. Fiona Shepherd
will conduct the choir with Richard Hoy as organist. The venue is at the corner of Union
Road and Montrose Street, and light refreshments follow. Inquiries: 9894 2335.

10th Surrey Hills Music festival
– volunteer now!
The Surrey Hills Music Festival turns 10 this year! It is the only music festival of its kind in
Boroondara and provides an opportunity for people to enjoy free music over a glorious
weekend in November.
Are you enthusiastic, community minded and want to be part of a fantastic local event? If so,
we are currently on the lookout for volunteers to join the Surrey Hills Music Festival steering
committee! You will help support a Music Festival Director and provide guidance and
ideas on various aspects of the festival including music programming, logistics, volunteer
coordination, catering, refreshments, stage managing, marketing and fund raising. If
you are interested in helping us deliver another fantastic event, please email manager@
surreyhillsnc.org.au or call Shima on 9890 2467 at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre.

Australia Day
Honours

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News is published
for information and interest by Surrey Hills
Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated, 157 Union
Road, Surrey Hills, Phone 9890 2467.

Local recipients of recent Order of Australia
awards were Craig Kenny of Mont Albert
North received his award ‘For service to
the community’, and Jillian Wright of Mont
Albert received her award ‘For significant
service to gymnastics as a national selector
and administrator, and international judge’.
Congratulations, and well deserved.
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Setup and Printing: NEO Pty Ltd Mulgrave

• Professional Grooming
of all breeds
• Large breeds welcome
• DIY Hydrobathing
• Grooming products
• Bedding, Collars, Leads,
Coats, Toys and more!
• Trainee groomer wanted

PHONE: (03) 9888 6555
490 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills, VIC

Find us on Facebook

FREE 3 Months
Tried everything?
Feeling stuck?
www.quantum-chiro.com.au
Phone 9830 2484
288a Mont Albert Rd Surrey Hills

GET IN NOW TO
TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF THE 2019/20
DEALS WORDWIDE!
Helloworld Travel Surrey Hills

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News - Issue No. 219 April/May 2019

NEXT DEADLINE:
21 May 2019 at SHNC 157 Union Rd Surrey Hills
or email wchandler@bigpond.com

SALES AND RENTALS

SURREY HILLS

156 Union Road, Surrey Hills VIC 3127
P: (03) 9830 0055
E: surreyhills@helloworld.com.au

Views expressed do not necessarily reflect the
policy of the Neighbourhood Centre Committee
of Management, Boroondara Council or
Whitehorse Council.

154 Union Rd Surrey Hills, VIC 3127

Management Fee
for new rentals

388 Canterbury Road
Surrey Hills 3127

9978 4855

2 Wembley Avenue
Yarraville 3103

9448 8128

www.vhrealestate.com.au

Comings and goings in Union Road
Union Road traders are an interesting lot, and very committed to serving the needs of
people in Surrey Hills, Mont Albert - and beyond. The last few years has seen many positive
changes, but some of them have been in the area for decades and serve us well.

Master Tilers and Ceramics
At 154 Union Road, opposite the Neighbourhood Centre, John and Maria Tomasi have had
their tiling and ceramics business for 40 years. Their business will continue, but their shop
will now become home for Interdrape, another longstanding entity in Union Road who are
moving down from the other side of the railway line.
John and Maria were both born in central Italy but arrived separately in Australia as postwar immigrants and have had a very interesting life as ‘new’ Australians. Neither John (then
Giovanni) or Maria had much English when they arrived in Melbourne, but they learnt from
the people around them and by correspondence. The focus of their business will continue:
supplying and fixing tiling for domestic renovations and extensions. They want to thank
their many local supporters, and they can now be contacted at 9890 3552 or 0418 515 004.

Nigel Elms at Interdrape

Interdrape

Nigel Elms and Rose Wellington, the friendly proprietors of Interdrape, are now moving
down to 154 Union Road, opposite the Neighbourhood Centre. The business came to
Surrey Hills nearly 20 years ago from inner Melbourne, because, as Nigel says, “I liked the
area”. With a strong record of on time performance and a reputation for being focussed on
the needs of their clients, their work now is mostly focussed on residential interior design,
including curtains, blinds, lighting and furniture. Interdrape is a long-time advertiser in
Neighbourhood News, and they can be contacted on 9888 4644 or call in at 154 Union Road.

Easter Church Service times
Our Holy Redeemer Church (Corner Barton Street and Mont Albert Road, Surrey Hills)
18 April (Holy Thursday): 7.00pm
19 April (Good Friday) Easter Vigil: 7.00pm
21 April (Easter Sunday): 10.30am
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Church (301 Elgar Road, Surrey Hills)
19 April (Good Friday): 3.00pm
21 April (Easter Sunday): 9.00am

St Stephens Presbyterian Church (Corner Warrigal and Canterbury Rds, Surrey Hills)
19 April (Good Friday): 10.00am
21 April (Easter Sunday): 10.15am
21 April Easter evening 6.00pm
Surrey Hills Uniting Church (Corner of Valonia Avenue and Canterbury Road, Surrey Hills)
14 April (Palm Sunday): 10.00am - All Age service
18 April (Maundy Thursday): 7.00pm - ‘Tenebrae’ service
19 April (Good Friday): 9.30am - at The Avenue Church of Christ
21 April (Easter Day): 10.00am service.

Holy Trinity Church (Corner of Montrose Street and Union Road, Surrey Hills)
14 April (Palm Sunday): 8.00am and 9.30am Holy Eucharist Palm procession 9.30am
15 April (Holy Monday): 7.00pm Holy Eucharist
16 April (Holy Tuesday): 7.00pm Reflections on Stations of the Cross
17 April (Holy Wednesday): 10.00am Holy Eucharist
18 April (Maundy Thursday): 7.00pm Festal Eucharist
19 April (Good Friday): 10.00am Antecommunion and veneration of the Cross
20 April (Holy Saturday): 9.00am - 1.00pm Tastes and Treasures Market
20 April (Easter Eve): 7.00pm New fire and first Eucharist of Easter
21 April (Easter Day): 8.00am Holy Eucharist;
21 April (Easter Day): 9.30am Family eucharist and children’s story of Easter.

.com.au

0439 493 710

Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

Helping our
community grow.

Electrical
Services
Your local electrician,
based in Surrey Hills

Surrey Hills Community Bank® Branch
107 Union Road, Surrey Hills

Tony and Anthony Chiodo
Anne, Aisha and Oliver.

Phone 9890 7188 or visit
bendigobank.com.au

150 Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127
Tel: 9836 7631 Fax: 9836 0077
Mon - Fri 7.00am - 6.00pm
Sat 7.30am - 12.30pm

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879.
S48951-11 (231749_v2) (19/11/2014)

Osteopathy
Clinical pilates
Massage therapy

fgi

springosteo.com.au
9830 7044
2/486 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills

All Electrical Work
Prompt & Reliable Service
Quality Workmanship
Call Jon: 0437 771 918
info@eagelectrical.com.au
REC: 22846

Garden
Essentials.
Getting into your garden again will be one of
life’s real joys. And with it comes the need
to have all the right tools and products to
make the very best of your garden. Of
course at Acorn Nursery we only stock the
best plants, products and implements to
make gardening truly joyful.

Surrey Hills

Hung Le and Uyenvy Le
(formerly Mitton’s Pharmacy)

Sports Mouthguards

Experience what
community pharmacy is all about
Proudly supporting Surrey Hills
152 UNION ROAD, SURREY HILLS
TEL 9888 5544
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673 Canterbury Rd, Surrey Hills,Victoria 3127

PHONE (03) 9890 3162
www.acornnursery.com.au

