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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 
Venue: Maitland Room of The Cottage of the 
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre at 1 Bedford 
Avenue, Surrey Hills. 
Entry is from the rear of the building, accessed 
from Zeplins Lane, which runs beside the 
building. 
There is plenty of parking in the adjacent railway 
car park, which is well-lit at night. 
Supper follows the presentation; a contribution 
of $4.50 goes to the Neighbourhood Centre. 

 

************ 
Members of the Society and others are 
committed to documenting the history of the 
area through the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood 
Centre Heritage Collection. We meet most 
Mondays, 10am-3pm. The collection is open to 
the public at this time. For further details email: 
heritage@surreyhills nc.org.au 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook  at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

************ 
Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 

President / newsletter: Sue Barnett 
Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 

Secretary: Max Beaton 
Treasurer: Jon Agar 

General Committee: Dorothy Duncan 
Ex-Officio: Arthur Tonkin 

 
Address for postage: C/o Surrey Hills 

Neighbourhood Centre 
157 Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Forthcoming meetings and events 
 

 

 

Tuesday 20 August: Tony Tiballs of the Cinema & 

Theatre Historical Society of Australia will present 

‘Back to the Flicks’ 
Tony’s presentation will take 
a nostalgic look at the 
history of cinema and the 
eastern suburban theatres of 
Camberwell, Canterbury, 
Balwyn and Surrey Hills. 
The Cinema & Theatre 
Historical Society of Australia 
is an organization devoted to 
recording the history, and 
promoting interest in the 
preservation and 
appreciation of our rich 
cinema and theatre heritage. 

For further information see www.caths..org.au 
 

 
SHP672 - John Gray Memorial Rotunda in the Surrey Gardens 

 

As members are well aware Surrey Hills has had 3 theatres, 
of sorts. The first was the outdoor theatre held in the Surrey 
Gardens with the bioscope being stored in the room under 
the rotunda. 
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Tuesday 17 September: Noelle Jones – ‘Wattle Park, British India and the Tongala 

connection’ 
 

You may well wonder what British India and Tongala have to do with Wattle Park. Noelle’s presentation 
will reveal these as she focuses on two of the personalities responsible for much of the park’s development 
in the 1930s – Alan Gordon Monsborough and Cornelius Arthur Curtis. 
 
Wattle Park overview: 
The land now known as Wattle Park was originally subdivided in 1853 and 
passed through many owners. It had a close association with Orlando Fenwick 
(1822–1897), one of Melbourne’s most prominent early citizens, a member of 
the Melbourne City Council from 1865, and Mayor in 1871–72. He is pictured 
at right in 1892. Fenwick purchased five of the six Wattle Park lots in 1871, 
one of which he sold in 1878, holding the remaining four lots for more than 
20 years – the longest term of any owner prior to the property’s acquisition 
by the tramways. The property, which included a substantial house, became 
Fenwick’s primary residence. Named Phoenix Grange, it was a social centre 
for the district. Up until the 1930s locals still referred to the property as 
“Fenwick’s (or Fenny’s) Paddock”. 
 
After Fenwick’s death, Phoenix Grange was purchased by Eliza Welch (1844-1915), widow of one of the 
founders of the Ball & Welch department store. Over the period 1901 to 1912 she consolidated all six lots 
of the original subdivision into a single landholding, which was acquired in 1916 by the Hawthorn 
Tramways Trust and officially proclaimed Wattle Park on 31 March 1917. 
 

 In 1920 the Hawthorn Tramways 
Trust amalgamated with other 
electric tramway companies and 
the cable tram system to form the 
Melbourne & Metropolitan 
Tramways Board (M&MTB). All 
assets of the Trust, including 
Wattle Park, were transferred to 
the new organisation.  
 
After a long history with M&MTB, 
Wattle Park is now managed by 
Parks Victoria with support and 
assistance from an active Friends 
Group.  
 

 
 
 

Today there are many touchstones to the park’s past, starting with the road into the park, named 
Monsborough Drive in honour of Alan Gordon Monsbourgh (1888–1938), the architect for the M&MTB for 
over a decade. Monsborough produced a huge variety of work between 1926 and 1938, ranging from 
signal boxes and substations to tram depots and workshops, but his best-known building is the Chalet at 
Wattle Park. It was built in the Arts and Crafts style, using secondhand materials. The same rustic approach 
was also used for the curator’s cottage (1932) and the park’s two stone tram shelters. 

SLV collection H2998/46 

SHP1056 – Wattle Park c1912-1914 
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Cornelius Arthur Curtis (1865-1939) became the curator of Wattle Park in 1932 and was the first resident 
of the newly built curator’s cottage. He was a keen birdwatcher and often acted as a guide to park visitors. 
He remained curator until 1939 when he died after a short illness, survived by his wife and three sons. 
 

 
SHP1721 – This photo has been in the SHNCHC for many years. 

Noelle has been able to identify some of the individuals and the probable occasion of this and other photos in the collection. 
 

 

And this photo from the Melbourne Tramways Museum collection shows the Preston Workshops,  

offices and mess hall, circa 1924-28. 

The late Ken Hall worked here for many years. 
 

Melbourne Tram Museum is located at 8 Wallen Road Hawthorn. It is open to visitors on the second and 

fourth Saturday of every month (except for December, when it is only open on the second Saturday). 

Normal opening hours are 11am to 5pm. 

 

Tuesday 15 October: Euan Walmsley – ‘The Duldig Family: Escape and survival through 

Art’.  

Behind the hedge of a fairly typical Californian bungalow in East Malvern is the Duldig Studio. Now a noted 
and award-winning house museum, it was the home and studio for 30 years of sculptor Karl Duldig, his 
artist wife Slawa Horowitz-Duldig and their only daughter Eva. Karl (1902-1986) and Slawa (c1902-1975) 
married in 1931 and had remarkable lives.  
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It is not surprising that Euan Walmsley’s personal interest in the experiences and stories of post-war 
migrants kindled an interest in the Duldig family. His presentation will cover the background to the family’s 
origins in Poland and Ukraine; their movement to Vienna and the dramatic escape of Karl and Slawa from 
Vienna, months apart; followed by their time in Singapore; their internment on reaching Australia at Tatura 
and then life in Melbourne as art teachers. It concludes with daughter Eva's success in both tennis and 
teaching. 

An overview of the Duldig Studio: The Duldig Studio collection documents on all levels the Duldigs’ journey 
and work and includes sculpture, drawings, paintings and hand-crafted pottery. There is also a significant 
family archive of documents, letters and photos covering their lives in Europe and their journey to 
Australia. Also remarkable are the many pieces of the couple’s original furniture and soft furnishings from 
their pre-war apartment, recalling their early lives in Secessionist Vienna of the 1920s. 

First opened to the public in 1996, the Duldig Studio has won many awards much to the credit and passion 
of Eva de Jong-Duldig. These include: 
Winner 2018 Victorian Museums Archival Survival Award for Small Museums - Reaching Out to Our 
Communities – expanding public programs; 
Finalist 2016 National Museums and Galleries Awards - Interpretation, Learning and Audience Engagement 
Award; 
Winner 2016 Victorian Community History Awards - Historical Interpretation Award; 
Highly Commended 2014 Victorian Community History Awards - Historical Interpretation Award. 

       

  
To arrange to visit the Duldig Studio: 
Phone: 03 9885 3358   
Email: enquiries@duldig.org.au  
It is located at 92 Burke Road, Malvern East. 

 

Above left: Karl Duldig and daughter Eva – ref: https://www.duldig.org.au/ 
Above right: Slawa Horowitz-Duldig and her sister Rella Horowitz in Vienna in December 1938.  

Rella assisted Slawa in the process of developing her invention of the modern foldable umbrella,  
and hid the family's artworks and furniture, designed by Slawa and the firm of Sigmund Jaray,  

in her apartment in Paris during the Second World War. 
(REF: https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/59d44eca21ea6912780e1d8e) 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@duldig.org.au
https://www.duldig.org.au/
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/59d44eca21ea6912780e1d8e
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NEW R.C. SCHOOL AT SURREY HILLS. 

"Our Redeemer's," an imposing new scholastic structure, has just been completed in Mont Albert road, 
Surrey Hills, adjacent to, and in association with, the R.C. church of the Holy Redeemer. The building is on 
the most modern lines, and has been erected at a cost of £1600. There are four class rooms, with 
accommodation for upwards of 200 children, and the interior of the structure is fitted up with the latest 
scholastic facilities. It affords a most pleasing addition to the architectural ornamentations of the locality, 
and will serve to complete a very fine block of buildings which the church now possesses on the adjoining 
property. The Rev. Father D. Gleeson, pastor of the church, is to be congratulated, together with the 
members of his flock in Surrey Hills and district, in this splendid forward move. 

The official opening of the new school took place on Sunday afternoon, November 10, and an immense 
gathering congregated in the vicinity of the building, late comers having to be content with a background 
view, so great was the concourse of people which had assembled to celebrate the occasion. Father 
Gleeson had charge of the proceedings, and in the course of his remarks mentioned that when he came to 
the parish about six or seven years ago there was a debt of £4000, which the church had to meet, and he 
was gratified to know that by the co-operation of the people of the district the whole of that indebtedness 
had been wiped off. The archbishop of Melbourne (Dr. Mannix) performed the ceremony of blessing and 
officially opening the new school in a stirring speech, and was assisted by the Rev. Fathers G.A. Robinson 
(Camberwell), J. Manly, and Fennessy. A collection taken up in aid of the building fund realised over £200, 
the principal donations being cheques of £20 each from Archbishop Mannix and Father Gleeson. 
REF: Trove, Box Hill Reporter, 15 November 1918 

 
Coming across this article in Trove prompted a re-examination of what was in the Surrey Hills 
Neighbourhood Centre Heritage Collection (SHNCHC) regarding Our Holy Redeemer church and school. The 
following photos were early donations to the SHNCHC from the Offzanker family of Guildford Road. Both 
were taken c1921 with boys and girls photographed in separate groups. Father David Gleeson is seen in the 
centre of each photo. Irish-born, he was the first resident parish priest of Our Holy Redeemer, inducted on 
5 February 1911. He remained in the role until 1933. I wonder what happened to the windows seen in the 
background of these photos when these timber buildings were replaced? 
 

 
SHP74 

 

Looking back – In the news in November 1918 



6 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter August-October 2019 

 
SHP75 

The first Catholic church in the area 
was St Brigid’s, built near the corner 
of Riversdale and Warrigal Roads in 
1857. It fell under the responsibility 
of the Richmond Mission and served 
scattered farming families over a 
wide area. It was probably the first 
formal church in the area, with a 
non-denominational school attached 
to it. The image at right is from a 
painting by Victor Zelman. It is the 
only known image of the church 
which was demolished sometime 
after Our Holy Redeemer church was 
built. 

Surrey Hills originally came under the Camberwell parish and in 1901, 
the Parish Priest of Camberwell, Fr George Robinson, purchased the site 
of Our Holy Redeemer in Mont Albert Road. This was not a straight-
forward matter. The owner of the land was reluctant to sell it to the 
Catholic Church, however its sale was in due course affected by the 
intervention of Miss Amy Castles, a noted opera singer, who at times 
was said to rival Dame Nellie Melba, and who was a friend of Fr George 
Robinson. She purchased the land in her own name and then transferred 
it to the Church.  

Extensions to the church’s property proceeded in an orderly fashion 
over the next 35 years until the original timber buildings were replaced 
with brick ones and a presbytery was built in Barton Street (1914) and a 
convent (1922) was built across the road from church and school. The 
latter was to house the Sisters of St Joseph who took charge of the 
school from January 1905, but who for 17 years had to make the daily 
trek to and from St Joseph’s Boys Home in Kent Road. 

 
 
 

Amy Castles from Ballarat Heritage Services - 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5cc04df821ea6704841c1c62 
 

SHP50 – From a painting by Victor Zelman 

https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5cc04df821ea6704841c1c62
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 Originally known as the Church of the Most Holy Redeemer it was 
blessed and opened by Thomas Carr, Archbishop of Melbourne on the 
11th May, 1902. The architect was Augustus Andrew Fritsch (1864–
1933) and it was built at a cost of 3,500 pounds.  
 
Fritsch produced an enormous volume of work throughout the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries and has been described as having changed 
Melbourne’s ecclesiastical landscape. The Basilica of Our Lady of 
Victories, Camberwell and St Joseph’s Catholic School (formerly St 
John’s Catholic School for Boys) at 571 Glenferrie Road, Hawthorn are 
two other Boroondara examples. Our Lady of Victories is Fritsch’s most 
prominent work but also unusual as unlike most of his other buildings, it 
is built of stone.  

Typically, Fritsch churches are 
neo-Romanesque in style with 
round arches and windows. 
They are usually built of red 
brick with grey concrete infill. 
This in fact describes what Our 
Holy Redeemer originally 
looked like. Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel in Middle Park and St 
Brendon’s in Flemington are 
very similar in style. 
 
Augustus Fritsch’s eldest son, Augustus Alphonse, went into partnership 
with his father as Fritsch and Fritsch, continuing in the practice after his father’s death from heart disease 
in 1933. Their offices were in Collins Street and on the same floor as those of Walter Burley Griffin. This 
proved very convenient when the two were engaged by the Building's Committee for Newman College to 
collaborate to design the first Roman Catholic residential college. It is considered to be one of Griffin’s 
finest buildings.  
 
Augustus Andrew Fritsch was born in Collingwood and educated at Xavier. He lived in both Camberwell and 
Hawthorn. 
1897-1900: 1 Harts Parade, Hawthorn 
1901-1910: 5 Broadway Camberwell 
1911-1933: ‘Aloha’, 11 Lyndhurst Crescent, Hawthorn. 
He is buried in Boroondara Cemetery (R/C B 0176) in a family grave that includes his parents Gustav 
Augustus and Ottilie Christiane (nee Holzer).  
 
And by now I wonder if you are thinking, as I did, was it a coincidence that so many of his churches were 
built of red bricks? For, of course, Fritsch Holzer is one of the most famous of Melbourne’s 19th century 
brick works. Augustus Andrew Fritsch’s father Gustav Augustus Fritsch and his maternal uncles Johann 
Martin (known as Martin) and Antoine (known as Anton) Holzer formed the Upper Hawthorn Brick 
Company in 1883 and their Fritsch Holzer bricks are found throughout Melbourne. 
 

Architect – A A Fritsch (1864-
1933) 

SHP50 – soon after it was built. 
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Gustav Fritsch had begun as a brickmaker in 
Abbbotsford before moving to Hawthorn where the 
Frtisch and Holzer brick works were next door to 
each other prior to amalgamation. At their peak the 
Upper Hawthorn Brick Company made over 250,000 
bricks per week and employed about 80 people. The 
company had a contract with the State Government 
so many of those red brick school buildings will have 
been built with Fritsch Holzer bricks. The company 
survived wars and depressions and finally closed in 
1972 when the site was purchased by Hawthorn 
Council and used as a tip until 1986. It is now the 
Fritsch Holzer Park, located to the west of 
Camberwell Junction. 

 
 
REFS: Trove, Box Hill Reporter, 15 November 1918 
https://ourholyredeemer.cam.org.au/history 
Victorian Collections 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Archive/Features/built-with-confidence 
http://www.cam.org.au 
http://thecarmelitelibrary.blogspot.com 
Ancestry.com.au 
http://rameking2.blogspot.com/2013/12/fritsch-holzer.html 
https://bricksinvictoria.blogspot.com 

 

Every year a large volume of material comes in to be assessed for retention in the SHNCHC. A significant 
part of this is represented by informally collected material such as real estate brochures, business flyers 
and newspaper or magazine articles. However this year to date there have been 25 formal donations, most 
of which are of photos and coincidentally only in the last few weeks we have had a donation related to Our 
Holy Redeemer. John Turnball, now resident in Longford, Tasmania, visited Surrey Hills recently. He grew 
up in Box Hill and attended Our Holy Redeemer school and after his ‘walk down memory lane’ he sent us 
some photos for copying. 

 
In this photo, taken on the occasion of 
John’s First Communion in 1951, John is 
second from the left. He thinks the boy on 
the far right is John Garozoli.  
Can you help? - We’d love to identify the 
other boys. 
 
Look closely – Amongst the treats is 
Marchant’s lemonade. Remember those 
bottles? In the 1950s Marchant & Co had a 
factory in Richmond, but the firm was 
based in Brisbane and had a long history. 

Photo source: 
https://bricksinvictoria.blogspot.com 

 

Recent donation to the SHNCHC – from John Turnball from Tasmania 

 

https://ourholyredeemer.cam.org.au/history
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Archive/Features/built-with-confidence
http://www.cam.org.au/
http://thecarmelitelibrary.blogspot.com/
http://rameking2.blogspot.com/2013/12/fritsch-holzer.html
https://bricksinvictoria.blogspot.com/
https://bricksinvictoria.blogspot.com/
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George Marchant (1857 –1941) was born in Kent, England, the son a licensed victualler. Without formal 
training and not a lot of money, he arrived in Brisbane in 1874. Despite these disadvantages in 1886 he was 
able to purchase a ginger beer factory and by 1890 he had developed the largest soft drink business in 
Australia. 
 

 
 
 
Here is the formal photo taken in 1951 
of the whole communion class. John is 
in the back row, second from the left. 
One of the priests is Fr Timothy 
Fitzpatrick, who was parish priest from 
1941-1972. 
 
 
 

 
 
45 Wandsworth Road, Surrey Hills: 
Whilst most of John’s photos related 
to his First Communion at Our Holy 
Redeemer, this one of his Aunt Eileen’s 
home before her marriage, documents 
part of the history of this property, 
which has relatively recently been 
demolished.  
 
 
 
 

On Sunday August 25 between 1-4pm, Hawthorn Historical Society will host a joint event organised by the 
Boroondara Historical Societies. 

The following experts will be on hand: 
Richard Gordon – Silver, ceramics, European decorative arts and jewellery.  
Harry Glenn – Australian pottery & ceramics, Australian jewellery, furniture and decorative arts.  
Charles Leski – stamps, coins, banknotes, postcards, sporting memorabilia, Australian historical 
documents, books, photographs and cameras. 
Albert Isaacs – railway ephemera, 78 rpm recordings, newspapers with historical headlines and first 
editions, autographs, books. 

Venue: Hawthorn Community Precinct (next to the Hawthorn Library) 584 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn. 

Cost: $5.00 for 2 items  
Afternoon tea provided. 

Queries: 98078081 or hawthornhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION ON TO INTERESTED FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 

 

Finally – a reminder: Boroondara Historical Societies’ Valuation Day 

 


